Nicu Ceausescu, in the only taped interview to the Romanian press: Foreigners should know the truth
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The son of the former communist dictator gave a single taped interview to a Romanian
publication after 1989. At the Jilava Penitentiary Hospital, Nicu Ceausescu spoke to
Viata Capitalei’s Lidia Mitchievici, on March 7, 1991, about the disease that was slowly
killing him, making him lose 25 kilos since his arrest in December 1989, but also about
his mother Elena Ceausescu.

The interview was printed at the time but was broadcast for the first time on Monday evening by
Realitatea TV. “This interview exists and perhaps it would have been released if there hadn'’t
been so much fuss about the successes of foreign journalists who managed to get an interview
with the former dictator’s son at Jilava Penitentiary,” Mitchevici explained.

“Foreigners should know the truth”

In the interview, Nicu Ceausescu explained that he preferred to talk to the foreign press
because “foreigners should know the truth.” He also denied of granting interviews for money
and explained that he receives money officially, it is deposited at CEC by the prison authorities.

The journalists then suggested that he could deposit his money at Tiriac Bank and Ceausescu
replied, “Well, Tiriac... He wouldn’t have given as much as a lighter stone without thinking that
he can find an opening somewhere and tell you, ‘Dude, | gave you that stone, now give me a
car.”

“Doctors knew about my cirrhosis”

As for his health condition, the former dictator’s son said he was weighing 60 kilos, compared to
85 when he was imprisoned. He added that doctors at the Military Hospital knew what he was
suffering from when they operated on him. “They knew that | have cirrhosis with nodules. | got
treatment then,” Ceausescu said. He added that his disease was congenital, explaining that
even his mother Elena Ceausescu suffered from liver problems, although she was on a strict
diet her entire life.
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“They stabbed me. They took my watch, torn my shirt...”

When Mitchievici said that during the Revolution, someone yelled in the television building that
Nicu Ceausescu kidnapped children and killed them, he said, “That man was insane. When | left
the TV channel | was stabbed.”

“I know his name (e.n. the person who stabbed him), but | don’t care. The bus was like this and
when they got me up, someone stuck the knife in. They took my watch, they even torn my shirt
to find it. The watch was a Rolex, it cost 7,800 dollars when | bought it. It had 300 grams, it was
gold.”

Nicu Ceausescu also said that his name brought him disadvantages as well. “You see, if | had
been called Vasile Popescu, | would have been free a long time ago, but my name is Nicu
Ceausescu.”

Nicu Ceausescu died in September 1996 at a Vienna clinic. He was released from prison in
1992, on medical reasons.

Nicu Ceausescu, in singurul interviu filmat acordat presei romanesti: "E bine ca strainii
sa stie adevarul”

Fiul fostului dictator a acordat un singur interviu filmat unei publicatii din Romania, dupa
decembrie 1989. Inchis la Spitalul Penitenciar Jilava, Nicu Ceausescu ii vorbeste
jurnalistei Lidia Mitchievici de la publicatia Viata Capitalei, pe 7 martie 1991, despre boala
care il macina si care I-a facut sa piarda 25 de kilograme fata de momentul arestarii sale
in decembrie 1989, dar si despre mama sa, Elena Ceausescu.

Interviul a fost publicat la vremea respectiva intr-un ziar, dar a fost difuzat pentru prima oara in
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format video luni seara, de Realitatea TV. "Acest interviu exista si poate nu ar fi fost scos de la
naftalina daca nu s-ar fi facut tapaj pe succesele jurnalistilor straini, care au reusit sa-i smulga
un interviu fiului fostului dictator, in peniteniarul Jilava. S-a batut moneda ca noi nu am reusit si
am zis ca nu se poate sa ne ia si meritul asta", a explicat Lidia Mitchievici motivul pentru care
interviul nu a mai fost difuzat pana acum.

"Strainii sa stie adevarul”

Nicu Ceausescu precizeaza ca motivul pentru care a preferat sa dea interviuri presei straine
este ca "e bine ca strainii sa stie adevarul" si a negat ca ar fi acordat interviuri numai strainilor,
si numai pe valuta: "Domnul capitan poate sa confirme. Daca am luat un cent, am luat mult,
deci nu am luat niciun ban. Mi se face perchezitie corporald, iar daca as primi pe linie oficiala,
mi-ar fi depusi la CEC".

"Tiriac n-ar da nici macar o piatra fara sa zica acum da-mi si mie o masina"”

Dupa ce jurnalista i-a sugerat ca ar fi putut sa depuna banii la Banca Tiriac, Ceausescu a
raspuns: "Ei, Tiriac... N-ar da nici macar o piatra de bricheta fara sa se gandeasca ca se agata
el pe undeva si sa-ii zica: Ba, ti-am dat piatra aia, acum da-mi si mie o masina".

Referitor la starea sa de sanatate, fiul fostului dictator a declarat ca "este sub o tensiune de 7
cu 4" si ca are in jur de 60 de kg, fata de 85, cand avea in momentul arestarii sale.

"Medicii stiau ca am ciroza cu noduli"”

“Am fost si la Colentina. Eu sunt o tensiune de 7 cu 4. Cand am aparut la televiziune eram la
grei, aveam 85 de kilograme. Acuma sunt la.... dia... Acum am vreo 60 de kilograme. Cei de la
Spitalul Militar cAnd m-au operat stiau ce am. Bineinteles. Ei stiau ca am ciroza cu noduli. Pai
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m-am tratat atunci. Eram si in curs de tratament, numai ca s-a intdmplat o nenorocire. Vedeti
dumneavoastri lumea poate s& greseasca. in ce sens? in sens medical. La un moment dat pe
piata medicala au aparut cele mai bune medicamente care se numeau Catergen. Si am facut
trei cure cu Catergen. La mine boala nu este o boala evolutiva. Sunt doua lucruri care se
suprapun una peste alta. Este o chestie congenitala, de exemplu, maica-mea, care nu a mancat
decat fierturi, zarzavaturi, prostii de-astea, avea si ea niste transaminaze ridicate. Ce-o fi facut
ea in tineretea ei, acum se spun atat de multe lucruri incét, dar ma rog....mortii sunt cu mortii,
viii sunt cu viii. “

"Mi-a infipt cutitul. Mi-au luat ceasul, mi-au rupt camasa ..."

Atunci cand Lidia Mitchievici afirma ca cineva ar fi strigat in cladirea Televiziunii ca Nicu
Ceausescu ar fi furat copiii, ca i-ar fi omorat, acesta a spus: "Ala era un descreierat. Cand am
plecat la TV, eram injunghiat de o ora si..."

Acesta a continuat povestea legata de momentul in care a fost injunghiat, spunand ca nu il
intereseaza cine a facut acest gest: "Stiu cum 1l cheama, dar nu ma intereseaza. Autobuzul era
in pozitia asta si in timp ce m-au luat de aripi sa ma urce, cineva mi-a infipt cutitul. Mi-au luat
ceasul, mi-au rupt camasa sa mi-l gaseasca, dar eu nu purtam niciodata asa ceva. Ceasul era
Rolex si a costat 7800 dolari cand |I-am cumparat eu. Avea 300 de grame. Era aur, aur"

"Daca ma chema Popescu Vasile, eram demult afara "

Nicu Ceausescu a afirmat ca numele pe care |-a purtat i-au adus si dezavantaje: "Vedeti dvs,
daca ma chema Popescu Vasile, eram demult afara, dar pe mine ma cheama Nicu
Ceausescu."

Barbatul a comentat si despre relatia pe care o avea in acel moment cu fratii sai. intrebat daca
acestia 1l viziteaza in inchisoare, Ceausescu a raspuns: "Nu stiti cum sunt oamenii? Au nevoie
de serviciile mele, bine, nu mai au nevoie, iarasi bine"

Nicu Ceausescu, mezinul cuplului de dictatori Nicolae si Elena Ceausescu, a fost trimis in
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judecata pentru cei 99 de morii ai Revolutiei de la Sibiu si nerespectarea regimului armelor si
munitiilor, dupa Revolutia din 1989. El a fost retinut in seara de 22 decembrie, cand un grup de
revolutionari |-a capturat la Bucuresti, in zona Baneasa, iar cineva din multime I-a injunghiat in
torace. In iunie 1991 pedeapsa i-a fost redus de la 20 de ani la 16 ani de inchisoare. in
noiembrie 1992 a ramas in picioare doar acuzatia de port ilegal de arma, pentru care a primit 5
ani de detentie si a fost pus in libertate conditionata pe motive medicale. La 16 septembrie
1996, Nicu Ceausescu a fost internat, in stare grava, la Spitalul Clinic Universitar din Bucuresti
cu diagnosticul ,ciroza hepatica", iar 10 zile mai tarziu a decedat la clinica ,Allgemeines
Krankenhaus" din Viena, la varsta de 45 de ani.
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